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Invasive Plants in Innis Arden Reserves– by Rick Leary 
 

For the last two years several active members of the Natural Reserves Committee 
have been actively removing invasive plants and replanting native trees and 
shrubs in Running Water and Grouse Reserves.  So far approximately 190 trees 
and 95 shrubs have been planted in these reserves.  The native trees planted will 
have a maximum height of 25 to 40 feet.  While this is certainly an improvement, 
much more needs to be done to bring our reserves back to a more native charac-
ter.  The Natural Reserves Committee has plans for many improvements in our 
reserves, including trail restoration, planting native plants that support wildlife, and 
planting shorter deciduous and conifer trees for very long term conversion of the 
canopy height, but invasive plants are a serious problem in many of our reserves.  
The primary reason to remove them is that invasive plants usually are not good 
for sustaining the native wildlife that we have in the Pacific Northwest.  Here are 
some of the more serious invasive plants in our reserves that you fill find on your 
walk through the reserves. 
 

English Ivy   
A common invasive plant 
found in most of our reserves 
is English Ivy.  This plant was 
brought from Europe many 
years ago by our forefathers.  
Because this type of vine is 
evergreen and well-adapted to 
the mild Pacific Northwest cli-
mate, it grows all year round in 
western Washington and can 
out-compete many other plant 
species. This aggressively 
spreading vine can cover eve-
rything in its reach and has no 
natural checks and balances 
to keep it under control.  Eng-
lish ivy spreads over the 
ground and crowds out native 
wildflowers, ferns and tree 
seedlings. Ivy mats often host 
pest animals such as the Nor-

way rat. Also, because ivy roots are shallow, thick mats covering hillsides can in-
crease problems with slope failure as water runs down under the ivy and entire 
mats of ivy and soil slide downhill.  When English ivy is allowed to grow up tree 
trunks, it can increase the risk of the trees being blown over in windstorms be-
cause of its large mass and “sail effect” of the vines in the canopy. Tree bark is 
more likely to have disease and rot problems and the tree health can be damaged 
by reduced access to light when the vines cover the tree’s branches.  English ivy 
spreads vegetatively outward through its long vines that root at the nodes and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Agenda for the August 14, 2012  7:00 PM  

Board Meeting 
 
1. Approve minutes 
2. Committee Reports 

A. Treasurer 
B. President/Vice President  
C. Secretary  
D. Building and Remodels — 
Mandich/Davies; 1045 NW Innis Arden Drive, remove 
roof from carport and replace with deck  
E. Activities  
F. Grounds  
G. Clubhouse  
H. Reserves 

3. Board Agenda 
4. Community Comments 
5. Adjourn 

 
Entrance Committee Meeting 

 Tuesday, August 7, 2012, 7-8:30 PM 
Innis Arden Clubhouse 

 
This is a follow-up meeting to discuss the proposals we 
heard during the July 18

th
 meeting and hopefully come to a 

decision as to which company or companies to recommend 
to the Innis Arden Board be hired to complete the work at 
the entrance.  
 
 

Blockwatch Reminder 
 

Please report criminal activity to police at 911 (emergency) 
or 296-3311 (non-emergency) as well as to 
csolle66@gmail.com. See https://www.crimereports.com/ 
for crime reports. Enter any address and ‘search’.  
 
Car Prowls: 

 7-9:  Someone broke the passenger window in my van 
which set off the vehicle alarm, and stole a small Gal-
axy Tab. The police responded immediately to my 911 
call but were unable to find the thief. (6th NW and  NW 
175th Street) 

 7-9: A car was parked down in a driveway and was 
broken into.  The car alarm was on but the vandals 
managed to break a right rear door window. According 
to the car repair people, these thieves now use a tool 
that quietly pops the window - shattering it without 
touching the door - therefore the car alarm does not 
go off. The police came later in the morning and said 
the neighborhood had been hit hard and that there 
were 5 more 

  Note: There has been continuing theft since the 9th. 
See www.crimereports.com and enter an Innis Arden 
address to see a map of crimes in the area. 

Activities Announcements 

 
Save the dates 

 

4-Corners Brew Fest Saturday, August 11th 

Salmon Barbeque Sunday, September 9th 

Oktoberfest  Saturday, October 20th 

Holiday Party  Sunday, December 2nd 

 
Oktoberfest 

 

A new type of Oktoberfest for Innis Arden is 

coming this fall on October 20th! You won’t 

want to miss this event!   

  Polka Band 

 Catered Authentic German Food 

 German Beer 

All Innis Arden residents and guests are wel-

come.  Ticket prices will be $15 per person 

for residents and $20 for each guest. 

For tickets, go to  

 
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/252642  

 

or  

 

the farmers market on Saturdays 10-3 

 

Volunteers still needed! 

https://www.crimereports.com/
http://www.crimereports.com
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/252642
every%20Saturday,%2010am%20to%203pm,%20at%20Shoreline%20City%20Hall,%2017500%20Midvale%20Ave%20N
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climb over any obstacle. Ivy can take many years to mature but when it does, it shifts to forming mature branches that 
produce berries. The seeds in the berries are distributed mostly by birds such as starlings, European house sparrows, 
band-tailed pigeons, robins and cedar waxwings. Because English ivy is highly shade-tolerant and adapted to a wide 
range of soils, it sprouts easily almost everywhere seeds are dropped.  
 

Physical removal of English ivy vines and roots is often the most effective method of control. Stems are sturdy and lack 
thorns and roots are also strong and not very deep. These features make ivy relatively easy to pull without leaving stem 
and root fragments behind.  Spray treatment of ivy is difficult due to the thick, waxy coating on ivy leaves. 
 

Laurel 
Our reserves, particularly Running Water, Blue Heron, and Eagle, have both English and Portuguese laurel.  English 
Laurel, also called cherry laurel, is a large evergreen shrub or small tree often used as a hedge. Native to southwestern 
Asia and southeastern Europe, this species has been widely introduced in Europe and North America and has escaped 
cultivation in many areas, including the Pacific Northwest.  It is a dense, spreading thicket-forming shrub or small tree, 
10 to 30 feet tall (usually kept shorter by pruning), grows as either a single-trunked tree or a multi-stemmed shrub.  The 
wilted leaves, stems, and seeds are poisonous (may be fatal if eaten).  Portuguese Laurel is a somewhat smaller tree 
with leaves that have teeth-like edges instead of the smooth edge typical of English Laurel.  
 

English laurel is the second most common invasive tree species in King County; English Holly is the most common and 
fortunately is infrequently found in our reserves.  English Laurel out-competes native forest species such as tree seed-
lings and native shrubs and replaces native canopy trees over time. Very fast-growing and tolerant of disturbance and a 
wide range of conditions, English Laurel is a strong competitor and thrives in our climate.   
 

Yellow Archangel 

We have a stand of yellow archangel at the east end 
of Blue Heron Reserve.  Like many invasive plants it 
has either escaped from or was discarded as yard 
waste into the reserves.  The rather nice variegated 
foliage on this vine like ground cover has a yellow 
flower that appears in early summer.  The variegated 
form of this species is a popular ornamental in gar-
den beds and hanging baskets as well as a ground-
cover for shady sites.  When it escapes from residen-
tial plantings, it becomes invasive, forming dense 
patches. Yellow archangel out competes native plant 
species and provides poor food and shelter for native 
wildlife.  Yellow archangel can grow in a wide range 
of conditions from full sun to full shade and is not 
deterred by most other plants.  The fast-growing, her-
baceous perennial spreads by stem fragments, root-
ing at nodes, and by seed.  If you are removing this 
from your yard, do not dispose of plants in backyard 
compost piles (okay to put into city provided "Clean 

Green" recycling bins since the yard waste is taken to a commercial composting operation). 
 

Japanese Knot Weed 
Knotweed is a robust, bamboo-like perennial that 
spreads by long creeping rhizomes to form dense 
thickets. Originally imported as an ornamental 
screen or hedge plant, Japanese knotweed is na-
tive to Asia. In North America, this plant is not held 
in check by natural enemies and is capable of 
thriving and spreading in a wide range of condi-
tions. The flowers are small, creamy white to 
greenish white, and grow in showy plume-like, 
branched clusters from leaf axils near the ends of 
the stems.  A Class B noxious weed on the WA 
State noxious weed list, control of Japanese knotweed is highly recommended 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Clematis 
Clematis is a deciduous vine or scrambling 
shrub with yellow or white flowers that origi-
nates from central Europe and Asia.  Clematis 
flowers from August to September. It produces 
feathery, pom-pom like seed heads that per-
sist and disperse over the winter and early 
spring months. Scrambling growth allows it to 
spread out vegetatively, and it can also spread 
by layering and sprouting from root crowns. 
Seeds are primarily wind-dispersed. Clematis 
grows rapidly, at least three feet of growth per 
year from sprouts or existing stems. Its growth 
is very dense. Stems grow up to 27 feet long 
and are slender and ridged.  Like English Ivy 
trunks Clematis can increase the risk of the 
trees being blown over in windstorms because 
of its large mass and “sail effect” of the vines 
in the canopy.  This picture shows a dense 
clematis covering the trunk of a Red Alder in 
Coyote Reserve.  Normally you would just see 
the trunk of the Red Adler 
 

Our natural reserves have approximately 55 
acres of land throughout Innis Arden.  Except 
for Coyote Reserve all of the reserves have 
walking trails through them.  All of the reserves 
have residential property the borders the 
sides. These natural reserves are a park treas-
ure for Innis Arden residents.  The reserves 
are accessed from the various streets running 
through Innis Arden.  Reserve M is owned by 
the City of Shoreline and is not included in the 
55 acres.   

 

It is evident that some of the invasive plants that appear in the reserves are due to residents in adjacent properties 
throwing their yard waste into the reserves.  This we can control by educating the residents of the consequences of dis-
carding yard waste.  Invasive plants are also born on the wind or are bird planted when the fruit of some of the invasive 
plants are ingested and then excreted.   
 

The removal of invasive plants is hard work taking many hours for one person to clear a relatively small area.  To help 
us progress more quickly we are hiring EarthCorps, a local group that trains young people restoration techniques.  Many 
of the workers are from foreign countries and take their new found skills to the native land so that they will have the skill 
set to address similar problems in their own country.  A crew of 6 to 8 people with the proper extraction tools will remove 
as many invasive plants in each reserve as possible before moving on to another reserve.  Because of the limited 
budget this year we will address problems primarily at the south end of Bear Reserve, Running Water Reserve, and the 
eastern section of Blue Heron.  Next year we will probably revisit these reserves for minor maintenance before continu-
ing on with Blue Heron and Eagle Reserve.  Next year we will also start the planning process for Boeing Creek Reserve.  
While this reserve is more pristine, it does have its problems and does have an active salmon run that has been sup-
ported by volunteer Ed Barnes with the Shoreline Fire Department. 
 

Before EarthCorps can initiate this work, we have regulator issues to address because the State Environmental Protec-
tion Act (SEPA) regulates aspects of our reserve.  We will be submitting the SEPA forms and other required forms to the 
City of Shoreline Planning Department.  They are required to make sure that the plans that we have for our reserves are 
consistent with SEPA.  You will soon see signs posted within several reserves that notify you of what is planned and 
asking you for your comments.   
_______________________________________________ 
The following website has been heavily quoted in putting together this article:  
http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/noxious-weeds.aspx 

(Continued from page 3) 
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INNIS ARDEN BOARD MEETING – July 17, 2012 
 

The July 17, 2012 Board meeting was called to order 
at 7:09 PM by President Mike Jacobs.  All Board 
members were present.   
 
The minutes of the June 12, 2012 Board meeting 
were approved as published. 
 
PRESIDENT – Mike Jacobs:  The Club filed suit 
against Frazer Cook for failing to bring his vegetation 
into compliance. Mr. Cook's attorney has forwarded a 
settlement proposal to Mr. Eglick. A motion carried 
authorizing the Board to enter into settlement negotia-
tions.  
 
With regard to the Marchisio/Soderling petition, the 
Club will need to hold a hearing to determine if the 
vegetation on the Soderling property is out of compli-
ance. The hearing was set for September 12th at 7:30 
p.m. 
 
Mike prepared an analysis of legal fees incurred for 
2010 and 2011 in response to the resolution passed 
at the 2012 Annual Meeting proposed by Al Wagar. 
The report will be published in the Bulletin. Additional 
information concerning the total amount of legal fees 
spent in the Tronsen and Carlson cases and the to-
tal amounts recovered will be included when avail-
able. Those cases pre-date 2010. 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT – David Fosmire:  There were no 
new compliance issues. 
 
SECRETARY – Sue Cox:  This meeting is being re-
corded solely for the purpose of preparing the min-
utes.   
 
TREASURER – Pat French:  The cash balance on 
6/30/2012 was $335,190. Accounts payable was 
$658. The cash balance reflects all payments includ-
ing legal fees through May.  Budgeted expenditures 
continue to track within or below budget year to date, 
including legal fees.  Last month, liens were filed on 4 
properties for past due amounts. We are waiting for 
the final outcome of the facility audit to determine our 
funding balance goal for the 2012 year end, with the 
major component being the decision to repair or re-
place the playfield retaining wall. 

BUILDING & REMODEL --  Bob Allen:  A motion by 
Bob, which was seconded, to approve the revision to 
the roof height (lowering) on the Keen property, 
17291 – 15th Ave NW, was passed (the Board previ-
ously approved the entry plans).   

For the Davies/Mandich, 1045 NW Innis Arden Drive, 
application for a new metal roof with solar panels, 
Bob moved for approval; the motion was seconded 
and then passed. 

CLUBHOUSE – Harley O’Neil:  In June, the club-
house had $950 in rental income and $250 in deposit 
refunds. June was a relatively quiet month with one 
company celebration, plus a couple of school parties 
along with community and board events. There are 
some excellent summer dates still available for your 
next party in July, August and September, please 
contact Shannon Martsolf at 206-853-5461 for more 
information. 

Harley read a letter from Betsy Rand (written on be-
half of the Little Lemon Drops Junior Guild) request-
ing free use of the Clubhouse and grounds for a fund-
raising event to benefit patients at Seattle Children’s 
Hospital.  A motion was made by Sue, which was 
seconded, to permit the Little Lemon Drops Junior 
Guild and Betsy Rand to use the Clubhouse and 
grounds, free of charge, for a fund-raiser for Seattle 
Children’s Hospital patients.  The motion carried.  It 
will be stipulated the group is to leave the building 
and grounds clean after their function. 

Regarding the retaining wall at the playfield, Harley 
reported meeting with a representative from Dibble 
Engineering who had some suggestions for repair of 
the wall.  Harley should have the written report by the 
end of this week. 

On Wednesday, July 18th, there will be an Entrance 
Committee meeting at the Clubhouse. 

ACTIVITIES – Brian Branagan:    
Tennis Program - Early feedback from tennis program 
students is positive even though enrollment was lower 
and not as many classes were offered this summer. 
  
Mens Night Out in 2013 - The Activities Committee 
approved holding the Ladies Night Out and the Mens 
Night Out in the Spring on alternating years.  Because 
Ladies Night Out was held in 2012, the Mens Night 
Out will be held in 2013. 
  
Oktoberfest - Oktoberfest will be held on Saturday 
10/13.  The Activities Committee voted to approve 
additional funds to hire a polka band and to feature 
authentic German food items to the menu. 
  
Basketball Court Project  - The Basketball Court com-
mittee is looking for a local source for backboards to 
reduce costs. 
  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Salmon BBQ - The Salmon BBQ committee is looking 
for volunteers.  June Howard will be calling folks to 
ask them to help with the barbecue. 
 
Events/Date Chairs 
Four Corners Brew Fest, 8/11   
Salmon BBQ, 9/9 June Howard 
Tennis program, 6/25 to  8/3 Shelley Brodersen 
Oktoberfest, 10/13 Mary Cleaveland 
Holiday Party, 12/2 Julie and Kelly Sanders 
Bridge Marathon, Ongoing Nirmila Dash 

  
Next Meeting:  Monday, September 10th.  If you are 
interested in attending, please call Brian Branagan at 
206-546-6773. 
 
GROUNDS – Kathi Peterson:  Judy Allen inquired 
about going forward with the Clubhouse entrance res-
toration.  A motion by Bob, which was seconded, that 
we appropriate $8700 to purchase and install the 
rocks, electricity, irrigation, etc. was defeated.  After 
considerable discussion and considering the $1250 
earmarked for this project with monies from the 2010 
BrewFest, Harley moved to purchase the large rock 
($345 + tax) from Marenakos, have it sandblasted 
with “Innis Arden Clubhouse” ($800), plus $392 for 
dish rocks and another $95 for a third rock, for a total 
of $1632 + tax.  The rocks would then be held in stor-
age at Marenakos for about 6 months, if they are 
agreeable to holding them, or until we have funds to 
proceed with completing the project.  The motion car-
ried. 
 
Kathi Peterson then presented her report:  Greg 
Paquette, our Club landscaper, has been performing 
regular maintenance work around the clubhouse, at 
the entrances and at Springdale Triangle. This past 
month, in addition to regular mowing, edging, weed-
ing and blowing the driveways, Greg repaired 2 bro-
ken sprinkler heads and 2 broken irrigation pipes in 
the clubhouse lawn. New mulch will be spread this 
coming month on the clubhouse flowerbeds, espe-
cially those along N.W. 188th.  
  
The play area needs new play chips. We'll be pricing 
out some new play chips to clean up the play area. 
The current chips are very old and need replacing for 
safety and appearance.  (Activities will consider tak-
ing care of this maintenance project.) 
  
Thanks to the dog owners for taking their dog poop 
home for disposal. The doggie poop in the cans has 
been cut by 2/3 during the past month.  
  
Greg continues to find large rocks on the grass each 
week while mowing. If you witness someone throwing 
rocks onto the lawn, please try to determine their 
identity and contact me. We will follow up on potential 
safety hazards to Greg and his landscaping equip-
ment. 

 
Kathi had just been made aware of a broken sign post 
on 15th NW and she’ll see that the post and sign are 
replaced. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the 
clubhouse grounds, please feel free to contact me at 
206-399-5538. 
 
RESERVES – Rick Leary:  Hazardous trees.  Ap-
proximately 25 hazardous trees were snagged or re-
moved from Grouse Reserve, Running Water Re-
serve, or Blue Heron Reserve.  Extensive planting of 
native bare root trees has already occurred in Run-
ning Water Reserve and Grouse Reserve with excel-
lent survival.  We will be planting both groundcover 
and native bare root stock in Blue Heron late this fall 
in the area where these trees were snagged to help 
keep Himalayan Blackberry from taking hold.   
 
Restoration Planning. I am in the process of filling out 
the forms necessary for regulatory review by the City 
of Shoreline since most of our natural reserves have 
critical areas as definite by Washington State law, 
e.g. streams, steep slopes, or wetlands.  The State 
Environmental Protection Act (SEPA) review includes 
initial mapping of the invasive plants in the various 
reserves so that we have a basis of comparison in the 
future to determine where we are making progress 
and where we still have problems, identification of 
streams, identification of major invasive infestations, 
and what techniques will be used to remove the inva-
sive plants, such as pulling by hand, sheet mulching, 
or herbicide.  At this point only Bear Reserve, Grouse 
Reserve, Running Water Reserve, Blue Heron Re-
serve, Eagle Reserve, and Coyote Reserve will be 
included in the review.  This review process is neces-
sary before we have a team of workers from Earth-
Corps coming into our reserves.  This will set the 
ground rules for removal of invasive plants.  I have 
signed a contract with EarthCorps.  They will probably 
be working in our natural reserves in the September 
to October time frame with crews of 6 to 8 trained 
people. 
 
The Ledbetter right-of-way tree has been removed 
and replacement trees planted, one in the right-of-
way and two on the Ledbetter property.  We are also 
planting an Arborvitae hedge behind the Japanese 
Maple that was part of the agreement with the 
Ledbetters. 
 
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS – June Howard:  
There was no Council meeting on which to report, but 
we were reminded of the City of Shoreline Farmer’s 
Market on Saturdays from 10 AM to 3 PM at the City 
Hall building parking garage on the upper level. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 PM. 
Sue Cox, Secretary 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Innis Arden 45th Annual Family Salmon BBQ 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH FROM 4:00-7:00PM 

Come enjoy the final days of summer with friends, family and neighbors at the Annual Salmon BBQ. 

Traditionally one of our largest, most festive events, we serve barbequed salmon, hot dogs, salads, 

bread and non-alcoholic beverages (BYOB). There is even a free bouncy house and face painting for the 

kids. Bring a dessert to share and celebrate the end of a season, Innis Arden style. 

Help Needed 
Your help is needed to make this a truly memorable event. There are many opportunities to volunteer. 

Please contact June Howard at jen.cpa@comcast.net or (206)542-8177 to sign up. 

Pre-Event Volunteer Opportunities 

Date Time Activity #of people 

8/30 & 9/10 anytime Put up and take down event signs 1 

9/7 Fri any time Donate flowers for table arrangements. We can 

pick up or even cut and gather them for you. 

15 

9/9 Sunday Morning Transport flowers to clubhouse 2 

9/8-9/9 anytime (by noon 9/9) Make 25 lbs. of potato salad; grocery provided 2-3 

9/9 Sunday 10:00AM Set up; tables, chairs, etc. 6 

9/9 Sunday 10:00AM Food preparation 10 

9/9 Sunday By Noon QFC run (ice, bread) 1 

 

During Event Volunteer Opportunities 

Date Time Activity #of people 

9/9 Sunday 3:00-7:00PM Kitchen help; choose a 1-hour shift 2 per shift 

9/9 Sunday 4:00-6:00PM Find and manage helpers for bouncy house. 1  

9/9 Sunday 7:00PM Clean up; put away tables, chairs, etc. 8 

HELP US PLAN BY SENDING YOUR COMPLETED RESERVATION FORM AND CHECK BY AUGUST 31ST
  

Ticket Prices Adults Kids 5-11 Children Under 5 
Advanced Reservations $10 $5 Free 
At the door $15 $8 Free 

******************************   Form Due by August 31st   ***************************** 

Name:  

Email:  Phone  

Adults  @ $10/person (+ $3/ticket for non-resident) 

Kids 5-11  @ $5/person (+ $3/ticket for non-resident) 

Children under 5  Free 

 $ Total Due 
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INNIS ARDEN CLUB 

P.O. Box 60038 
Richmond Beach, WA 98160 

We’re on the Web! 
www.innisarden.com 

COMING EVENTS 
 

Entrance Committee Meeting 

August 7th, 7-8:30 
Brewfest 2012 

August 11th, 3-7 
Board Meeting 

August 14th  7:00 PM 
At the Clubhouse 

Deadline for August Bulletin— 
August 19th 

 

Community Notices  
(no anonymous items)  
Carol Solle,  542-4978 
csolle66@gmail.com 

17061 12th Avenue N.W. 
 

Remodels—Robert Allen 542-3219 

PRSRT STD  

U.S. Postage 

 PAID  

Seattle. WA  

 Permit No. 12410  

Summer is here and the pool is open!! 

 

Swim lessons, swim team, 

water polo, masters swim 

team, “gentle water walk-

ing”, adult lap swim, wa-

ter aerobics, toddler 

wading pool, open swim 

afternoons and evenings 

and private rent-

als!!  These are some of the activities available at your 

local swim club.  We always have spots open for Innis 

Arden residents. Your pool membership also extends 

to your adult children and grandchildren! 

 

 The swim club is a friendly gathering place where you 

can meet your neighbors and your kids and grandkids 

can make new friends.  JOIN THE FUN TODAY!! 

For membership information contact Derek Norberg 

mailto:dnorberg@frontier.com 206-542-4949 

 

Hedge reminder: 

 

According to our covenants,  

“No fence, hedge or boundary wall situated 

anywhere upon any tract shall have a height 

above the finished graded surface of the 

ground upon which such fence, hedge or wall is 

situated greater than 6 feet or such other 

lesser height as the Grantor may specify, nor 

shall any fence, hedge or wall situated on any 

building site between said "Building Line" and 

the line of the street fronting on said building 

site have a height greater than 4 feet above 

the finished graded surface of the ground 

upon which such fence, hedge or wall is situ-

ated, unless the written permission of the 

Grantor is first obtained.” 

 

Hedges on the street side are to be maintained at 4 

feet in height, and other boundaries no higher than 6 

feet. 

Innis Arden Bulletin Board 

mailto:dnorberg@frontier.com

